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for Marion County Commissioner

September 7th, 2018

The Honorable Ron Wyden

United States Senate

221 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
United States Senate

313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Kurt Schrader
United State Congress

2431 Rayburn HOB
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Wyden, Senator Merkley & Congressman Schrader:

| am writing to ask that you demand the United States Army Corps of Engineers
reconsider its proposed plan to drain Detroit Lake to 1,310 feet above sea level for 2
years to construct a 300-foot water mixing tower on dry ground.

Recently, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers provided its alternatives report on this
project at an August meeting in Stayton to numerous local residents who are concerned
with the consequences of draining Detroit Lake. Unfortunately, the presentation was
condescending and showed little respect for the residents of Marion County. Instead of
addressing our concerns at the meeting, the staff spent over two hours explaining why
the public’s comments and concerns were wrong and why their proposed plan was best.

Earlier this spring residents of Marion County were led to believe that the Army Corps of
Engineers would incorporate local feedback into their plan. As a result, many people,
myself included, submitted comments asking the Corps to reconsider its proposed plan
to drain Detroit Lake. In addition to private citizens, many city governments in Marion
County submitted comments opposing the plan to drain Detroit Lake and submitted
alternative ideas that could achieve the goals of the project without harming Marion
County residents. This kind of involvement and public participation speaks to the
concerns of the citizens who will be affected by this proposal.
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Both Salem and Stayton will be directly affected by draining Detroit Lake. They are
dependent on Detroit Lake as a primary water source.

We saw during the summer of 2015, when the water levels at Detroit Lake reached an
all-time low, there was a severe impact to the local economy of Detroit and Idhana,
along with the other cities throughout the Mid-Willamette Valley. Businesses throughout
the area experienced hardship due to the lack of recreational boaters and fishermen
that regularly populated the area and even then Detroit Lake was not as low as the
Corps is proposing.

In addition to directly impacting our communities, draining Detroit Lake will harm Marion
County’s largest industry. Marion County is the leading county in Oregon in agricultural
production and revenue. Many of our local farmers in both Marion and Linn Counties
rely on Detroit Lake as a water source for their crops. If the Army Corps of Engineers go
through with their proposed plan, the agricultural industry will be harmed.

| look forward to working with the local governments, and Congress on issues important
to Marion County. Today, | have included over 1,000 signatures of those who ask you to
step in protect Detroit Lake and the vulnerable communities that rely on its existence.
Please stand up for Marion County and prevent the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from
draining Detroit Lake.

Sincerely,

Colm Willis

Candidate for Marion County Commissioner
P.O. Box 893

Stayton, OR 97383
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